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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1994

MAIN FEATURES
Change between—
Jun gtr Sep qtr
1994 and 1993 and
Weighted average of Sep qtr Sep gtr
_eight capital cities 1994 1994
% %
Food 0.8 1.5
Clothing 0.2 -0.5
Housing 0.5 0.0
Household equipment
and operation 0.0 0.7
Transportation 1.6 34
Tobacco and alcohol 0.9 50
Health and
personal care 1.1 5.5
Recreation and
education -0.1 2.0
All groups 0.6 1.9
All groups excluding
housing 0.6 2.2
All groups excluding
tobacco and alcohol 0.6 1.7
CPI Outcome

The All groups CPI increased 0.6 per cent between the
June and September quarters 1994, resulting in an annyal
increase (September quarter 1994 on Sepiember quarter
1993) of 1.9 per cent.

Overview of CPI Movements

Contributing most to the overall increase this quarter
were prices of fresh fruit (up 14.7%), hospital and
medical services (up 2.4%), motor vehicles (up 1.8%),
vehicle insurance (up 3.3%), mortgage interest charges
(up 1.0% - due to an increase in the value of the debt
outstanding), vehicle servicing repairs and parts (up
1.1%}, petrol (up 0.6%), entertainment (up 1.1%) and
beer (up 0.7%).

ALL GROUPS - ANNUAL MOYEMENT
Percent
3

1993 1994

ALL GROUPS - QUARTERLY MOVEMENT

Per cent
1

Partially offsetting the above were falls in child care fees
(down 5.1%), the price of sports and photographic
equipment and toys (down 1.5%), furniture prices (down
0.6%), and the cost of overseas holiday travel and
accommodation (down 1.8%).

Contributing most to the annual increase in consumer
prices were the cost of hospital and medical services (up
7.3%), cigarette and tobacco prices (up 7.6%), the cost of
vehicle insurance (up 10.4%), fresh fruit (up 20.7%) and
furniture prices (up 3.9%), with significant off-sets being
provided by morigage interest charges (down 3.2%),
consumer credit charges (down 7.0%) and prices of take
away food {down 3.7%).

Treasury’s Measure of Underlying Inflation

The index of underlying inflation as defined by the
Commonwealth Treasury, increased 0.6 per cent between
the June and Sepicmber quarters 1994, resulting in an
annual increase (September quarter 1994 on September
quarter 1993) of 2.0 per cent (see Appendixes A and B).
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Main contributions to change:

Transportation: +1.6%

The increase in transportation costs this quarter results
mainly from increases in motor vehicle prices (+1.8%),
the cost of vehicle insurance (+3.3%), vehicle servicing
repairs and pans (+1.1%) and peuol prices (+0.6%).

Motor vehicle prices increased in all cities except
Canberra {no change). The increases ranged from (.3 per
cent in Darwin to 2.3 per cent in Sydney. The 1.8 per
cent overall increase this quarter follows a 0.2 per cent
increase last quarter, delivering an annual increase
(September quarter 1994 on Sepiember quarter 1993) of
2.6 per cent.

Increases in the cost of vehicle insurance were recorded
in all cities, ranging from (.4 per cent in Adelaide to 4.3
per cent in Canberra.

Petrol prices increased 0.6 per cent this quarter as a result
of increases in May (+4.7%) and June (+0.3%), a fall in
Tuly (-1.3%), a further increase in August (+1.8%), and a
fall in September (-2.6%). Over the 12 months to
Seplember quarter 1994, the price of petrol has increased
1.8 per cent.

Food: +0.8%

Increases in prices of fresh fruit (+14.7%) and meals out
(+1.4%) were partially offset by falls in prices of
processed meat {(-2,6%), lamb and mutton (-4.0%), cakes
and biscuits (-1.5%}), poultry {-2.3%) and bacon and ham
(-1.7%).

Al the national level, the increase in fresh fruit prices
results mainly from increases in prices of bananas, apples
and pears.

Over the 12 months (0 September quarter 1994, food
prices have increased 1.5 per cent overall. The main

contributors to the annual increase have been fresh fruit

(+20.7%), fresh vegetables (+14.0%), ice cream and ice
confectionery (+9.1%), meals out (+2.0%), milk and
cream (+3.5%) and confectionery (+2.5%).

Honsing: +0.5 %

The 1.0 per cent increase in mortgage inlerest charges
this quarter reflects an increase in the value of the debt
outstanding (+1.0%) and no change in interest rates.

Health and personal care: + 1.1%

The increase this quarter is primarily due (o an increase in
the cost of hospital and medical services (+2.4%) as a
result of an increase in the net fee payable by households
for medical services, combined with increases in health
insurance premiums,

This increase was partially offset by a fall in the cost of
pharmaceuticals (-1.7%) due mainly to the increased
effect of the PBS safety net scheme.

Tobacco and Aleohol: +0.9 %

Increases in prices of beer (+0.7%), spirits (+1.5%) and
cigaretes and tobacco (+0.5%) largely reflect increases in
Commonwealth excises on and from 1 August 1994,
Prices of wine increased +2.0 per cent largely as a result
of an increase in the Wholesale Sales Tax on wine,

Over the 12 months to September quarter 1994, cigaretie
and tobacco prices have increased 7.6 per cent
nationally.

Recreation and Education: -0.1%

The fall in recreation and education this quarter results
mainly {rom fails in child care fees (-5.1%), the price of
sports and photographic equipment and toys (-1.5%) and
the cost of holiday travel and accommodation overseas
(-1.8%).

These falls were partially offset by a rise in the cost of
entertainment  (+1.1%) and holiday travel and
accommodation in Australia (+1.1%),

Child care fees fell in all cities, ranging from (-15.0%) in
Canberra to (-3.2%) in Melbourne. The 5.1 per cent
overall decrease this quarter is largely due 1o the
introduction of the Commonwealth Government
Chiidcare Cash Rebate Scheme that came into effect on
1 July 1994,

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX- ALL GROUPS

PERCENTAGE CHANGES
Change between—

Jun qir Sep gir

1994 and 1993 and

Sep gir Sep gqir

1994 1994

% %

Sydney 0.9 21

Melbourne 0.2 1.5

Brisbane 0.9 24

Adelaide 0.4 20

Perth 0.9 2.0

Hobart 0.8 21

Darwin 0.5 22

Canberra 0.5 14
Weighted average of

eight capital cities 0.6 19

TAN CASTLES
Australian Statistician



WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES
PERCENTAGE CHANGE ON CORRESPONDING QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

All Groups
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TABLE 1. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: ALL GROUPS INDEX NUMBERS
{Base of each index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)

Weighted
average of
eight
capital
Period Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hebart Darwin Canberra cities
1990-91 1049 105.8 104.9 106.2 105.1 104.9 105.7 105.1 105.3
1991.92 106.7 108.1 107.0 108.9 105.9 107.1 108.0 107.8 107.3
1992-93 107.7 108.9 108.5 1112 106.2 108.5 108.5 108.5 108.4
1993-94 109.2 1111 110.6 1134 108.5 111.7 1115 111.4 110.4
199091
September 103.1 103.5 102.8 103.8 103.7 103.0 103.5 103.% 1033
December 105.5 106.6 105.4 106.9 1062 105.5 106.4 106.G 106.0
March 1057 106.1 1057 106.7 105.2 105.2 106.1 105.5 105.8
June 1054 106.8 105.7 107.3 105.1 105.8 106.6 105.6 106.0
199192
September 106.0 1076 106.1 108.0 105.7 106.7 106.9 167.0 106.6
December 107.1 108.4 107.3 108.8 106.1 107.4 108.2 107.9 1076
March 107.0 108.3 107.5 109.5 106.1 107.4 108.3 108.2 107.6
June 106.5 108.2 107.0 1094 105.8 107.0 108.4 107.9 107.3
1962.03
September 106.9 107.9 106.9 116.1 105.5 107.6 108.9 108.6 1074
December 107.4 1032 108.1 110.7 106.1 108.0 109.2 109.0 1079
March 1082 1095 109.1 1116 106.4 109.1 109.8 1131 108.9
June 108.4 110.1 109.7 1123 106.8 109.4 1100 1103 104.3
199394
September 108.7 1145 109.9 112.7 107.9 111.0 110.6 111.0 109.8
December 108.8 110.8 110.2 112.8 108.5 1116 111.7 111.3 110.0
March 1091 111.2 110.8 1136 108.6 1119 111.4 111.4 110.4
June 110.0 112.0 1115 114.4 1061 112.4 112.4 112.0 111.2
1994.95—
September 1110 112.2 112.5 1149 110.1 1133 113.0 112.6 1119
TABLE 2. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: ALL GROUPS PERCENTAGE CHANCES
Weighted
average of
eight
capital
Period Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin  Canberra cities
Change from previous year
1991-92 1.7 22 20 2.5 0.8 2.1 22 2.6 19
1992.63 0.9 0.7 14 21 03 1.3 14 16 1.0
199394 14 2.0 19 2.0 22 29 1.8 1.7 i.8
Change from comesponding guarter of previous year
199293
September 08 03 0.8 1.9 -0.2 0.8 1.9 1.5 08
December 0.3 0.2 0.7 1.7 a.0 0.6 0.9 1.0 0.3
March 1.1 1.1 1.5 1.9 03 1.6 1.4 1.8 12
June 1.8 1.8 25 2.7 1.1 22 1.5 2.2 1.9
1993.94—
September 1.7 24 28 24 23 3.2 1.& 2.2 22
December 1.3 24 19 19 2.3 33 2.3 2.1 1.9
March 0.8 1.6 1.6 1.8 2.1 2.6 1.5 1.2 14
June 1.5 1.7 16 19 22 2.7 2.2 1.5 1.7
199465
September 2.1 1.5 24 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.2 1.4 1.9
Change from previous quarter
1992-93—
September 0.4 -0.3 0.1 0.6 -0.1 0.6 0.5 0.6 {.1
December 0.5 03 1.1 05 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 a3
March o7 1.2 0.9 08 0.3 1.0 0.5 1.0 09
June 0.2 0.5 05 06 04 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.4
1993.94
September 0.3 0.4 02 04 1.0 1.5 0.5 0.6 Q05
December 0.1 0.3 0.3 .1 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.2
March 03 0.4 0.5 07 0.1 0.3 -0.3 0.1 0.4
June 0.8 0.7 0.6 0.7 Q.5 04 0.9 0.5 0.7
1994.95—

September 09 0.2 0.9 0.4 09 0.8 0.5 0.5 06




TABLE 3. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX : CHANGE BETWEEN JUNE QUARTER 1994 AND SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1994
' MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHANGE IN TERMS OF ALL GROUPS INDEX POINTS

Weighted
average of
eight
capital
fiem Sydney Melbourne  Brisbane  Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin  Canberra cities
FOOD 0.15 012 0.08 0.25 032 0.33 -0.06 0.17 0.16
Milk and cream 0.00 001 6 0.06 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.02 (0X4)1
Cheese a.00 0.00 0.00 001 0.04 0.00 -0.04 0.00 0.01
Butier 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.00 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Bread -0.01 0.01 0.00 -0.01 Q.10 0.04 0.01 -0.02 0.01
Cakes and biscuits -0.02 0.00 -0.01 0.00 -0.02 0.00 -0.02 -0.04 -0.01
Lamb and mution -0.02 -0.03 -0.01 -0.01 -0.01 -0.02 -0.02 -0.01 -0.02
Pouluy -0.01 -0.02 -0.01 0.01 -0.01 $¢.00 0.01 -0.01 -0.01
Bacon and ham .00 -0.01 -0.02 0.00 0.00 0.01 -0.01 -0.02 Q.00
Processed meat -0.04 -0.01 -0.02 0.02 -0.02 -0.02 0.00 0.3 -0.02
Fresh fruit 0.16 011 0.08 .08 0.08 0.08 -0.02 0.09 011
Fresh potatoes -0.01 0.00 0.01 Q.00 0.03 -0.02 0.00 0.01 0.00
Fresh vegetables -0.01 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.03 0.03 -0.08 -0.01 0.0t
Ice cream and ice confectionery 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
Confectionery 0.03 -0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.02 001
Meals out 0.01 0.05 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.02 .00 0.04 0.03
Tea coffee and food drnks 0.00 Q.01 0.00 Q.03 001 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01
CLOTHING 0.03 0.01 0.00 -0.04 -0.03 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.01
Men's oter clothing 001 000 002 -0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01
Boys' clothing {.01 0.00 0.00 -0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Fabrics and knitting wogel 001 0.03 -0.03 -(01 0.00 0.01 -0.01 0.00 Q.01
Men's footwear -0.02 -0.02 0.00 0402 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -0.01
Children's footwear 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -0.04 0.00 0.00 0.01 -0.01
HOUSING 0.16 0.04 0.07 Q.07 0.1t 0.09 0.16 0.07 0.09
Privately-owned dwelling rents 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 -0.02 0.01
Govemment-owned dwelling rents 0.01 {1.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.01
Mongage interest charges 0.10 0.05 0.08 .06 0.07 0.08 0.14 0.11 0.07
House insurance 0.01 -0.02 0.00 0.01 0.04 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT
AND OPERATION 0.04 -0.09 0.13 Q.02 0.08 0.08 0.03 -0.02 0.01
Efectricity 0.00 0.00 0.00 -0.02 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.0
Gas 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02
Fomimre 4.03 -0.14 0.04 0.03 0.05 0.02 0.05 -0.02 -0.02
Floor coverings .01 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.00 .00 .02
Appliances 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.03 002 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.02
Pet foods -0.01 -0.01 002 -0.03 -0.04 -0.01 -0.02 0.00 -5.02
Travel goods 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -0.01 0.00 -0.01 -0.01
Consumer credit charges -0.02 -0.01 -0.02 -0.01 -0.04 -0.02 0.00 -0.02 -(.01
TRANSPORTATION 0.42 0.13 0.32 0.18 027 0.16 613 0.27 0.27
Motor vehicles 0.12 0.08 0.08 0.09 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.00 Q.09
Automotive fuel 0.07 -0.04 0.00 0.03 0.14 0.05 0.05 0.10 0.03
Vehicle insurance 0.10 0.10 0.08 0.01 0.06 0.02 0.02 0.09 0.08
Motoring charges 0.01 0.00 0.09 0,02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.02
Vehicle servicing e1c. 0.09 0.00 0.01 0.02 -0.01 0.02 0.05 0.03 0.04
Urban transpon fares 0.04 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.02 0,02
TORACCO AND ALCOHOL 0.12 0.01 0.19 -0.02 0.14 0.18 0.14 0.12 0.08
Reer .02 -0.02 0.07 0.04 0.13 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.02
Wine 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.02
Spirits .02 .01 0.05 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 Q.02
Cigarettes and tobacco 0.07 -0.02 0.05 -0.11 -0.02 0.12 0.07 0.06 0.01
HEALTH AND PERSONAL CARE 0.11 0.03 022 0.01 0.13 0.05 0.16 0.12 0.09
Hospital and medical services 0.10 0.04 0.22 0.02 0.14 0.06 0.11 0.12 0.09
Ompticai services 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.00
Dental services 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01
Pharmaceuticals 0.00 -0.02 -0.03 -0.02 -0.03 -0.04 -0.01 -0.03 -0.02
Hairdressing services .00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
RECREATION AND EDUCATION -0.05 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.02 0.05 -0.02 -0.11 -0.01
Books newspapers and magazines 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01 -0.02 0.01 0.00 0.01
Sports and photo equip and 10ys -0.02 -0.03 -0.05 0.00 -0.02 .04 -0.05 0.02 -0.03
Holiday travel and accomodation in Australia 0.03 -0.01 0.05 0.02 0.02 -0.01 0.09 0.02 0.02
O'seas holiday travel and accommodation -0.02 -0.04 0.01 -0.03 0.01 0.0 -0.06 -0.02 -0.02
Entertainment 0.00 0.08 0.00 0.06 0.02 0.05 0.02 0.00 0.03
Child care fees -0.02 -0.01 -0.03 -0.03 -(.02 -0.04 -0.04 -0.14 -0.03
Total change 1.0 0.2 10 0.5 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.7
Contribution of selected State and local
govemnment charges (a) to total change 0.03 0.05 0.12 0.01 0.04 0.05 0.02 0.05 0.04

(a) Composition of this category is described in footnate (¢) Table 8, page 11.



TABRLE 4. CHANGE BETWEEN JUNE QUARTER 1994 AND SEPTEMBER QUARTER 1994 (a)
PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTION TO CHANGE IN WEIGHTED AVERAGE EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES ALL GROUP INDEX

Weighted

average of

eight

capitaf

Sydney Melbourne Brishane Adelaide Perth Hobart  Darwin  Canberra cities

Food 7.1 5.0 1.3 34 47 0.8 -0.1 0.7 22.6

Clothing 15 0.4 -0.1 -0.5 04 00 0.0 0.1 1.1

Housing 1.5 1.8 1.1 1.0 1.6 0.2 0.2 0.3 12.3
Household equipment

and operation 19 -3.8 2.1 0.3 1.1 0.2 0.0 -0 1.2

Transportation 19.2 5.3 5.1 24 40 0.4 0.2 1.1 37.6

Tobacco and alcohel 5.5 0.2 3.1 -03 21 0.4 02 0.5 117

Health and personal carc 5.1 1.2 35 0.1 19 0.l 02 0.5 126

Recreation and education 21 0.4 0.1 0.5 02 [iN] 0.0 0.4 -1.5

All Groups 454 10.3 16.2 70 15.0 23 0.7 25 100.0

{a} Table 4 shows the percenlage contribution of Groups in each city to the change (between June quarter 19%4 and September quartey 1994 ) in the All Groups index
for the weighted average of the cight capiial cities,

TABLE 5. WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES: PERCENTAGE CHANGES

Household Health
equipment Tobacco ard  Recreation
and Trans- and personal and
Period Food Clothing Housing  operation poriation alcohol care  education Al Groups

Change from previous year

1991-2 24 1.7 4.4 23 1.8 57 10.7 1.8 18
1992-93 1.5 i0 -4.3 02 2.3 82 2.2 2.1 1.0
1993-94 i 19 0.7 04 05 22 7.5 4.0 26 1.8
Change from comesponding quarter of previous year

1992.93 .

September 1.0 06 6.2 04 31 5.8 4.6 1.3 0.8
Decamber 1.1 12 0.4 -0.2 1.5 76 1.5 1.3 0.3
March 27 1.1 38 -0.5 1.8 9.5 0.8 2.5 1.2
June 1.5 12 -1.0 -0.6 29 9.9 39 32 1.9
1993.94—

September 2.6 05 0.3 0.1 2.1 8.8 4.2 3.0 22
December 2.6 0.9 04 -0.1 23 79 35 30 19
March 0.7 -1.1 07 0.9 1.7 6.7 4.1 2.1 14
June 14 -1.6 08 0.7 2.8 64 4.4 24 1.7
1984.95

September 1.5 -0.5 0.0 0.7 34 540 55 2.0 1.9

Change from previous quarter

1992.93—

September 04 0.2 -1.7 -0.6 i.8 32 -02 0.5 0.1
December 0.7 1.1 0.6 0.1 0.0 2.7 1.1 1.0 0.5
March 2.2 0.3 0.4 -0.6 04 22 2.4 1.1 0.9
June 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.5 0.7 1.5 0.6 0.5 04
199364

September 0.7 -0.9 -0.3 0.1 1.0 22 0.1 0.3 0.5
Decemnber 0.6 -0.3 -14 -0.1 0.3 1.8 0.4 1.1 0.2
March 03 -0.5 0.1 0.5 -0.3 1.1 2.9 0.2 0.4
June 0.3 0.1 0.7 03 1.8 1.3 0.9 0.8 0.7
1994.95—

September 0.8 0.2 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.9 1.1 -0.1 0.6




TABLE 6. CONSUMER FPRICE INDEX — GROUP INDEXES

Weighted
average of
eight
capital
Period Sydney Melbourne Brishane Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin Canberra cities
FOOD
(Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
1992.93%.
September 105.6 105.5 105.7 107.3 107.7 107.3 107.1 107.0 106.0
December 106.6 105.5 107.2 108.1 108.2 107.5 108.3 107.5 106.7
March 109.5 1607.3 109.4 1113 110.0 109.0 110.6 110.5 105.0
June 107.8 107.0 108.7 1104 109.2 109.1 110.1 108.6 108.0
199304
September 108.6 107.8 i094 1104 109.8 110.2 111.2 109.8 108.8
December 109.6 108.1 110.1 1113 1103 1117 112.6 111.4 108.5
March i10.2 107.8 111.2 112.0 110.2 112.6 112.6 111.9 105.8
June 109.4 107.9 110.2 113.0 109.9 112.2 113.1 111.4 108.5
1004 95
Scptember 110.2 108.6 110.7 114.5 111.6 113.9 112.8 112.3 1104
CLOTHING
(Base of each Index: Year 1985-%0 = 100.0)
1992.93
Seplember 106.6 106.8 1056 106.0 108.0 105.3 106.1 106.1 106.6
December 107.3 108.3 107.5 1072 109.2 107.3 106.3 107.0 1078
March 107.3 107.7 106.7 107.2 1084 1072 106.5 107.4 107.5
June 108.0 108.4 107.4 1076 108.9 1077 107.3 108.1 108.1
199394 )
September 106.2 107.9 166.3 107.5 108.3 106.9 103.8 108.0 107.1
December 106.3 107.5 105.6 167.1 i07.8 106.8 103.7 107.2 106.8
March 105.6 106.7 105.5 106.0 108.2 106.4 103.6 106.9 106.3
June 106.0 106.9 1054 105.8 108.5 106.4 105.3 106.7 106.4
1904.95—
Septermnber 106.6 107.0 105.3 105.2 1075 1066 105.7 107.0 106.6
HOUSING
{Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0}
1992.03
September 055 93.3 99.3 954 88.1 95.0 102.9 98.7 94.6
December 5.0 923 $9.0 %40 876 04.4 1029 99.2 94.0
March 95.4 924 100.0 940 38.1 95.3 103.8 100.2 D4.4
June 96.1 94.5 100.5 93.8 879 95.0 104.2 100.4 95.2
1993.94
September 96.1 93.8 100.4 933 817 94.9 104.2 100.3 94.9
December 945 92.4 99.8 91.6 86.9 93.4 103.0 G592 93.6
March 947 92.2 100.1 91.6 86.9 933 103.6 98.8 937
June 959 92.4 100.7 219 §7.8 942 104.5 99.3 94.4
1994 .95 .
September 96.8 92.7 101.1 92.4 88.5 94.8 105.3 99.7 94.9
HOUSEHOLD EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION
{Base of each Index;: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
1992.93—
September 107.1 107.8 106.4 108.1 1071 110.1 106.1 107.9 107.4
December 106.8 108.6 105.7 108.1 107.7 110.4 105.6 107.5 107.5
March 105.8 108.2 105.8 106.7 107.0 110.3 105.1 107.5 106.9
June 106.0 108.7 107.0 1073 1077 110.4 104 8 107.8 1074
1993.94
September 105.9 109.0 106.1 107.5 108.6 I11.3 105.0 107.1 107.5
December 105.1 109.3 106.5 108.2 108.1 111.8 104.5 107.0 107.4
March 105.1 110.8 107.1 1079 108.1 112.2 103.7 107.5 107.9
June 106.0 110.8 107.2 108.2 107.9 112.4 104.2 107.8 108.2
J9%4.95

September 106.2 110.3 107.9 108.3 108.3 112.8 104.3 107.7 108.2




TABLE 6. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX — GROUP INDEXES — continued

Weighted
average of
eight
capital
Period Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Darwin  Canberra cities
TRANSPORTATION
{Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
199293
September 109.2 1i2.0 110.6 113.7 1112 108.7 1109 113.8 110.9
December 109.0 112.0 110.1 115.1 110.8 110.0 111.0 114.1 110.9
March 109.1 1131 110.6 1149 111.2 1109 110.6 114.4 111.3
June 109.9 113.7 1114 116.1 1116 111.7 110.7 114.8 1121
j993-84
September 110.9 115.0 111.8 1173 113.6 111.6 112.8 116.9 113.2
December 110.6 115.8 1123 1176 1142 112.3 113.4 117.5 113.5
March 110.8 114.9 112.0 1176 113.9 111.9 111.3 1154 113.2
June 1127 117.5 113.8 i18.5 116.0 112.8 113.9 117.8 115.2
1994 05
September 115.3 1184 115.8 11%.6 117.9 1139 114.9 119.6 117.0
TOBACCO AND ALCOCHOL
{Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
1992.93
September 125.7 118.0 113.1 126.5 112.6 114.0 119.6 120.0 120.2
December 128.3 118.8 1259 1304 1139 112.4 122.8 122.0 123.4
March 1291 126.4 126.3 1313 113.8 116.9 123.6 123.0 126.1
Tune 130.7 127.7 128.4 136.4 1156 119.9 124.2 125.2 128.0
1993-94
September 131.8 120.8 130.7 138.8 123.7 132.1 127.0 127.3 130.8
December 134.0 1317 1318 140.0 129.1 1334 133.1 120.7 133.1
March 135.7 133.0 1322 1426 1304 1343 134.4 1309 134.5
June 138.1 134.0 13411 1445 131.8 134.8 136.4 1322 136.2
195405
September 1359 134.0 136.5 144.2 1336 137.2 137.8 134.0 137.4
HEAL. TH AND PERSONAL CARE
{Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
1992.93
September 115.9 127.2 116.8 1315 116.5 i25.1 121.8 119.0 121.4
December 117.5 128.5 116.2 132.2 119.2 125.6 123.2 121.3 122.7
March 119.8 131.5 120.6 " 1368 121.0 129.1 126.2 124.5 125.6
June 1204 132.1 1213 1389 1223 129.3 126.1 124.4 126.4
1903.04—
September 120.6 131.9 121.2 138.7 1221 134.5 126.2 125.2 126.5
December 1214 1329 120.5 1384 1229 134.5 126.9 125.1 127.0
March 123.8 137.4 124.0 145.5 1248 137.5 129.5 128.1 130.7
June 1244 136.2 124.6 148.2 1255 137.9 129.7 129.0 1319
199495
September 126.3 139.8 128.5 148.3 127.6 138.7 132.6 131.1 133.4
RECREATION AND EDUCATION
(Base of each Index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0)
1992.93— ‘
September 106.6 109.2 1057 108.9 105.3 107.0 106.4 107.8 107.5
December 108.0 110.2 106.7 109.9 107.6 108.2 104.4 107.6 108.6
March 1091 112.0 108.0 111.7 106.5 108.5 103.2 108.3 109.8
June 1103 111.9 108.5 1123 107.2 108.2 104.5 1094 110.4
1993-94—
September 110.6 112.2 108.2 112.8 107.1 108.7 104.1 110.2 110.7
December 112.0 113.3 1102 113.0 108.5 111.0 108.1 110.5 111.9
March 111.5 114.1 1112 114.1 107.5 100.7 1054 111.3 1121
June 112.5 114.8 1135 114.8 107.5 111.3 106.1 112.0 113.0
1994.95

September 112,0 114.9 1135 1151 107.7 111.7 105.9 111.1 112.9




100 80T 617 oL 80 7’58 658 916 sallieyo ypale ;wmsuor)
000 PRl P8l 60 00 L'901 Lol 8501 3014195 OYd3[31 PUB RSO
00’0 Wy (AR Tl 00 SEN st 1z seo1a12s pue saijddns pjogasnoy
100 1E1 A 10 Lo 90t 6901 17901 51001 pUE S[IsU31N PIOYISHO]]
000 T80 280 Lo £0 6101 9'LD1 (A 53)0X31 pPjoyasnol
700 691 £9'1 61 Tl £L01 0'901 £°501 ssouelddy
100 08'% 18°f Lt (Alg Tl a2l 7601 $8ULI2400 100]J pUB MUIN
100 297 197 Lo 0 g8l 6'L11 Lt Y&1] pus ja0,
100 SL61 bL61 Lo 0’0 7801 T80l §L01 NOLLVHAdO NV INFWJINGT 4 IOHASA0N
000 LYO Lyo 0'E 80 01£l 6621 (%A 0UINSUS STN0Y
000D PT 0T 91l 70 ['sll 61l el soueusiuIew pur siedal asnoH
000 99T 99T (Al 00 9IEl 9'1¢l £'921 saf1ey pire satel WaUKIA0F [£207]
Lo 9’9 629 (AR 01 TIL St 9y saflseyp 15319101 38eBuopy
L0°0 £S1l v 11 0 Lo £'68 L8 L'68 diys1aumo awoH
0o ¥+0 £ro £y 01 6°L1L L911 oell §1U9S FUI[|IMP PAUMO-TUILILIDADY)
100 £8'y vy Lo £0 9'£01 £L01 6'901 siuar Bulj[emp poumo-£jatealig]
100 626 87’5 80 70 ¥'801 7’801 §L01 s1uy
600 £8°91 191 0 §0 676 b6 6'76 ONISNOH
o §T0 gTn 91 8’0 &0l £6ll 98Il saredor soys pue Fuwespd L
100- 80°'1 o0l LT 9'1- L0l £T01 S g0l 1RIMI00,]
100 6L°0 8L°0 8o 01 €01 2701 9'p01 |00 Surnuy pue soUqe]
100 £L'T (AN I 10 9901 $'901 8°L01 Fuyiogo SIS PUe 5,uaW0 A4
100 P81 €81 &1 90 €601 9801 L'E0T Fuiio[d 5,£0q pus 5 U
100 oL 699 s 0 9901 ¥901 1°L01 ONIHIOTD
100 98'1 S8l I'l 90 sort 8601 £'601 §pO0J 1310
£0°0 LE'S PE'§ 9'1- 50 YEIT 8Tl €611 5Po0J ARME SEL PUE INO S{BIY
200 8T°E 9T'e 0'€ 90 1zl §0zt LL AI3UONOBJUCY PUR UrBALd 301 - SYULP 1O
10°0 160 060 L 1 0011 #'801 7801 $3]q€19824 puE JNIJ P3sSI0IJ
€10 €Ll 09'1 Lyt I's ¥v6 £'L8 £8 s3)qeIBaa pUB NI YsoI]
000 9¢°0 90 Al £0 6'Lb 786 L'96 yst]
wo- Lo A £0 5T L'E01 $'901 ¥E01 TS passan0lg
000 be0 0 90 L1 L'E01 $'50l €01 wey pur uooey
00" 650 ob'0 L £T £18 9'Es 0'88 An[aog
000 610 610 0'1- £1 £701 9'£01 £'cot Hod
200" o 0 £8 oy £901 9’801 LA uonnw pus Qe
000 180 180 I'g 10 901 £901 (AR 1224 pue Jaag
500" £0¢ 87°¢ Tl 91 8001 pZol 0'z01 spoojeas pur 1B}
000 AN ZeT 80 o 191l £911 7§11 sianpoud |ea13))
700 691 L9l I's Iy 6L 9911 gHIl s1onpoad A1ie(q
910 6£°07 £T0T | 20 votl $'601 #'801 aoo-
661 4b dag vos! »667 1 p661 v661( P66 7 £667 $sop2 amnpuadey
puv irh 43k b dag ok dag ik 4 Arb pup dnoiS-gng 'dnoir)
p66 1 43b ung dag unf PUD £66{  PUD p6gl dag unf dag
uazmtaq a8uvL ) 4 dey ith ung
(sparod xopur sdnan) jiy uapm1ag 28uTy {0 00I=06-686T v2f

57 passaidia) |40 10108 O) UGG

afvmasiag

XU Yooa fo asog)
Sddquinu xapuf

SALLID TY.LIYD LHOTT JO ADVITAY T LHOIAM SASSVIDY FUNLIANTdXT AALOATAS ANV S4N0ED-90S SdN0¥D — XAAN] AD14d HAWNASNOD "2 A18V.L



10

L0 6111 [Ny 61l 90 6l (A1 87601 SANOHD TIV
£00- 9t 677 L't - 681 £0¢el 821 3789 PO puE UONESTPY
€00 e 61't LT 01 1'etl 60C1 6311 $301A195 [BUOLEAIIIY
100" 65T 0%t I'T T (41 v36 7’96 UO1IEPOUIUOIIE PUB (3481} ABPI[OH
£00" 8LT |5:3r4 I'l- 80 5701 £'801 901 5pood [ruonesIasy
100 vl 1 Ly Lo 1'SEl Trel ¥621 sauizeBeut pue s1adedsmaur 5y00y
100~ BTLI 60°TI 0T 10- 6Tl OEll L0117 NOLLYOJN{JE ANV NOLLVTIOTY
100 88°0 L80 | 4 §0 9'sll O'SII el $321A198 BUIssalpite[]
00" §ET LeT Sy Lo y'6l1 €0zl P11 stanpoad auwo |euosaag
010 [a:a [ 4 &y TT 6vh1 il 0'9¢l §201A235 YI[ESY]
60°0 908 LoL cs I'l YEET 61el $'9T1 TAVD TYNOSYAd ANV HLTVTH
100 £9'E 9t YL §0 O'LLt 9Ll $hol 030890} pur o251y
[A) i 521 ot &1 &L getl 9121 sindg
00 0zl BT 3¢ ot 6'¥11 LTl 9°801 EY
00 Ce'e ettt 6T Lo izl £0Tl 8°L11 Iaag
Lo £8'5 aL's §E [ XA LAN L911 SAULIp oIoYoa[y
80°0 9F'6 8E'6 o 60 piet 7981 8°0¢1 TOHOD 1Y NV ODDVHOL
00 Pl wi 0t 91 0'9e! $EEl 543! 219} vodsue) Ueqin
$0°0 60'¢ $0°€ T 11 6ert LTIl Il sued pue sifedar 301AI9S oA
000 8¢0 80 Fo 1o §'e01 6'€01 P eol 53qr pue 514
00 €0l 10°1 I't 91 LA LOET 8'871 safreyd Suuory
800 08T (A 4 4! £ ToIl FSIL 0’801 QOUBINSUL DI A
€00 [t49 ’1°S 31 90 TrIT STl T 13n] 2anowoIy
600 9L'b L9 9T 81 Fo1l P11 eell SI[IIYIA L010[4
$TO 96°91 TL91 vE £l 611 (A 44 1"zl Suuclow Mrauyg
LZ0 0P 81 LIgl ve 91 oLl AN TEll NOLLY LJOdSNVHL
#6617 41b dag LT po67 ¥a6l o6 pe6T re6i £667 $50)2 2anppuadiey
puo i ok a1k dag ab dag 4k FilJ ab pup dno.8-gng *dno.in
PO6T 41bumyp dag unp puT £661  PUv posl dag unf dag
¥2aM13g 33Uty ) b dag nbunr
(snaod xspuy sdnoi) )y usam1aq 8uDY) {0 00I=06-6861 4021
sp passaides) (45 1DI0) O] HGTMGLINGD) EFETE L ER X2l YOO Jo 257g)
Fazqumu xapuf

panuipuod — 111D TV.LIdVD LHOM 40 ADVIIAV TALHOIAAL SASSVID TUNLIANTIXH CALOATAS ANV SIN0AD-ANS SANOAD — XTANI FIHHL HAWISNOD ‘L 3 TEVL



11

‘woneatignd sup jo ansst 7y 1 22uenb 1aquosg Ay o1 xipusddy 31 ur paquosep sea sam iy 95ay) JO SUSHTIIUI PUB SUOTITALSP 24, (Uimie(] pur euqUED ‘URGOH Ut a[qeodde 10u) sey wen

pu [1e1 UBGIN [(AURQSLIE UT ATUC Sa1z) [1NMO3 ‘BWNGGIA[Y PUR £IUPAS T ATU0 S35R) 501G TUAUILIA0T) 2UR] Q URQIN 559 A0UROY SIaALP 1999] UbRENNTN J[ITYSA 1010W (urqsg puk ASupds ur Ajue ed ur pur vuaque)) 1do0x3) swnnugad
aouminsur £uted plip s3)30yaA ot (4{u0 YRag pue Awnoqajy) s2aud sed tseoud £naueps !safaeyo pur seer Spsdad [oumeo tsaes afessmas pus znam {siua TulEmp pauma-resunnases rasudwos s391eyd NAWEACR 0] pue MR1g
PR129198 () “wouodinos spoo? *sdncad [Ty, g ur papniaur YU swaT e sssudwos jusvodwos saotatas “sdnoad (v, sy (q) "spood [euoneasa pue ‘sounzedew pur siadedsmou 's300q is100poad e pruosiad ‘sstedas pur 3owasas 3}2TYaa wt
posa sued 'saqn pue 53id1 {20 PANOWMNE (SA[OTYAA JOWW BoURUMUTHUL pur sitedos asnol Ut pasn s[etznew ‘dnosd joyoage pur 033eQo ] ((s2810y2 11D IAUMSUCO puE sa0mALds Suayds[n pur (risod ‘saxurtdde o1 nteday ‘aaueInsUT HUNTOD
2I00Y ‘SIS K21BUTINRA 10a0xa) dnard voneredo pue tusidinbo proyasnoy s(suedas soyvs pue Jumeaqd 4 1doaxs) driosd BumperD (1o steaw 1daoka) dnord poog o sosudwoa Jusuodwss gpoo? *sdnoa? My, souas jeoads ayy, ()

89D 52901 LS E01 81 90 oIl A 0°601 (0) safaey> yuswwaAoR [220) pue 21E1G Pa103(as Suipnjoxa - sdnotd |y
o0 oL BS°L LT 90 (A TA 9¥Tl | A (9) sadreyo WwounuIA0S [00] pue AvIg patos[eg
LE0 LLTE ot'zh 81 60 6101 6901 0'9071 (q) 1wanoduros 9914155 - sdnoad [y
SE°0 are9 589 0t 0 Syl 6Ell T (e) Jusuodwod spood - sdnoad [y
°9°0 00°801 8C°LOT L1 90 601l [AUN 0'601 $aDEAIDS [ROTPAUI pue |eyidsoy Sulpnpoxo - sdnoad v
99°Q 62'501 £9°Z701 4 L0 1911 £ST1 RN 538)eyo P12 Jaumsuod pue 1sar91uT adwBuow Butpnjoxs - sdnoss [y
900 858 (4%} 'y 890 88l TEL 0’6t 528102 P21 1UMSUOD pUe 152U 28eTUOW
§9°0 ¥ 001 69°66 12 90 6FET Tril Al diysraumo swoy Futpnpoxa - sdnesd 1y
£L°0 65766 98°86 o1 L0 81l oIl L5601 uoTEIRP? puE UoNEAINA Fwpn[o¥s - sdnosd [y
£9°0 [8°€01 BI€0T 91 §0 so0 6601 3801 3280 vuosiad pue yipeay Buipnjoxs - sdnosd [y
¥9°0 201 LLTOT Ll 90 6601 7601 1801 Joyoofe pur 00oeqo1 Sutpn[oxs - sdnosd [y
Sy L¥'eo 20'e6 91 g0 6011 FOII 601 uoneuodsuen duipn|axa - sdnosd ||y
L0 A4 1¥'16 [ LD LTIT 611l g1l uotiesado pue wswdtnbs ployasnoy Farpryoxs - sdnoss |1y
£9°0 P0°S6 1¥'v6 fara 90 |98 PRIt oTIl Juisnoy urpnjoxs - sdnosd ||y
[Lo LI'S0T 9" F01 (1A 90 (AR Il ororl . Burpofs Surpnjoxa - sdnosd y
950 8¥'16 7606 0t &0 [48! Il o1t pooj urpnjoxa - sdnos8 [y
Lo 6111 1l 6L 90 6111 Tl 8°601 SdNOAD TV
#6561 41b dag r661 #6651 P66 FE6T F6617 pEsT E66T
pun 4b il A1h dag ith dag ib a1h #4h
pe61 41buny dag ung PYe £661 VD p66T dzg unp dag
waaM1zq alumy;) 45 dag At uny
(srutod xapup sdno.n 1y usampag adity?) {0 O0I=06-6861 03 {
D pAssaidxa) [ 47 [DIO1 01 HONNQLIKe ) aBopeariad ‘x2put Yova fo asvg)
Sdaquinu Xapuf

SHLLID TY.LId VD LHOIA A0 TOVATAY QALHOIIM SHIYAS TYVIDEIS — XAANI IONId ¥AWNSNOD "8 T TAVL




12

TABLE 9. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS:
ALL GROUPS EXCLUDING HOUSING, INDEX NUMBERS (a)
- {Base of each index : 1989-90 =100)

.

Uinited Korea, New

States of Germany United Hong  Republic Zealand
Period America Japan {b) Canada  Kingdom Kong of Taiwan  Australia {c)
1990-91 165.5 1034 1027 105.6 107.7 1108 109.1 104.0 105.6 104.0
1991.92 108.7 105.9 106.9 109.0 1150 121.7 117.9 1076 108.8 106.5
1992-93 112.1 106.8 1105 110.9 1186 130.8 123.5 111.4 111.0 108.7
1993-94 114.8 107.9 1139 112.1 1220 140.1 1304 114.2 113.5 109.4
1900-92.~
September 1034 101.5 1013 102.6 104.7 106.0 106.0 104.6 103.2 102.6
December 105.5 1032 1023 104.0 106.7 108.6 1065 1033 1063 1039
March 106.2 103.8 103.% 107.3 107.4 1123 110.7 103.8 106.3 104.6
June 106.8 104.9 103.9 108.4 111.8 1164 1131 1043 106.6 104.7
1901-92—
Septamber 107.5 104.7 1055 108.9 113.0 118.1 1152 1055 1077 105.6
December 108.4 106.1 106.1 108.4 1144 1194 116.6 106.6 108.9 105.9
March 108.9 105.6 1G7.4 108.% 1151 1232 1186 107.8 105.4 107.0
June 110.0 107.0 108.4 1007 117.3 126.0 1210 1105 1083 107.5
199293
September 110.7 106.3 108.6 110.1 117.1 1274 122.1 1161 106.3 108.1
December 111.7 106.7 109.6 1104 118.¢ 128.7 121.6 110.8 110.6 1086
March 1123 106.6 1114 1114 1184 132.1 1238 111.3 111.6 108.9
June 1133 107.6 1124 1116 120.8 134.8 126.4 1135 112.0 109.1
1003 04 -
September 113.7 108.1 1126 112.1 121.1 1364 1272 112.2 1126 109.3
December 114.6 107.6 113.1 1127 121.4 1393 1283 113.4 1132 109.4
March 115.1 107.7 114.7 112.0 121.8 140.8 1322 114.4 1136 109.3
June 1159 108.1 1153 111.6 123.5 143.7 134.0 116.6 1144 109.5
1904.95—-
September 116.9 ny.a 115.6 112.2 1234 147.6 n.y.a. 119.3 115.1 109.8

{a) Sce caplanatory notes, paragraph 13, page 14. (b} The stalistics for Gemmany refer (o Western Germany (Federal Republic of Germany befare the unification of
Germany). {c} From March quarter 1994 the statistics for New Zealand refer 10 “sll groups excluding housing and credit services'.

TABLE 10. CONSUMER PRICE INDEX INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS:
ALL GROUPS EXCLUDING HOUSING, PERCENTAGE CHANGES (s}

United Korea, New

States of Germary United Hong  Republic Zealand

Period America Japan {b) Canada  Kingdom Kong of Taiwan  Awstralia fc)
Change from previous year
199192 3.0 24 4.1 3.2 63 9.8 81 35 3.0 24
1992-93 il 0.8 34 1.7 31 7.5 47 3.5 20 2.1
1993-94 2.4 1.0 31 L.i 29 71 5.6 2.5 23 0.6
Change from cormesponding guarter of previous year
1992-93—
Septemnber 30 1.5 29 11 3.6 79 6.0 44 1.9 24
December 30 06 33 1.8 11 7.8 4.3 39 L& 2.5
March 35 0.9 7 23 29 7.2 44 32 20 18
June 30 0.6 37 1.7 3.0 7.0 45 27 2.5 1.5
199394
September 21 17 37 1.8 34 7.1 42 19 26 1.1
December 26 0.8 32 21 29 B2 5.5 23 24 0.7
March 2.1 1.0 3.0 05 29 6.6 6.8 28 1.8 o4
June 23 0.5 26 0.0 22 6.6 6.0 27 2.1 0.4
1994.95—
September 2.8 ny.sa. 2.7 0.1 1% 82 ny.a. 63 22 05
Change from previous quarter

1992.93—
September 0.6 0.7 0.2 04 -02 1.1 0% -0.4 0.5 0.6
December 0.9 0.4 0.9 G3 0.8 1.0 -0.4 0.6 0.7 0.5
March 09 0.1 1.6 0.9 0.3 2.6 1.8 05 0.9 03
June 0.5 09 09 0.2 2.0 20 2.1 2.0 0.4 02
1993-94.—
September 0.4 0.5 0.2 04 0.2 12 0.6 -1.1 0.5 0.2
December 0.8 -0.5 0.4 0.5 0.2 21 0.9 11 Q0.5 0.1
March 0.4 0.1 14 -0.6 03 11 30 0.9 0.4 -0.%
June 0.7 04 0.5 0.4 14 2.1 14 1.9 6.7 0.2
19904-95—
September 0.9 n.y.a 0.3 0.5 -0.1 2.7 n.y.a. 2.3 0.6 0.3

[%) Soc caplanalory notea, paragraph 13, page 14. (b) The statistics for Germany refer 10 Western Germany (Federal Republic of Germany before the unification of
Germany). (c) From March quarter 1994 the statistics for New Zealand refer w ‘all groups excluding housing and credit sexvicer.
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TABLE 11. ALTERNATIVE MEASURES OF CONSUMER PRICE INFLATION(a)

_ All Groups
All Groups excl. interest Private Sector Treasury
excluding and "volatile Goods and Services(d) Underlying
Period All Groups Housing(b) items”(c) Goods Services Total Rate(e)

Index Numbers (1989-90 =100.0)

1990-91 105.3 105.6 105.5 104.7 106.0 105.1 1049
199192 107.3 108.8 109.3 107.9 108.0 107.9 108.2
1992-93 108.4 111.0 112.1 110.9 109.0 1104 110.4
1993-94 110.4 113.5 115.2 113.9 110.8 113.1 112.7
1990-94—

September 103.3 103.2 103.2 102.9 103.9 103.2 103.2
December 106.0 106.3 105.4 104.4 106.7 105.0 104.5
March 105.8 106.3 106.1 105.1 106.7 105.5 105.3
June 106.0 106.6 107.2 106.5 106.7 106.5 106.4
1997.02—

Septernber 106.6 107.7 108.0 107.0 106.8 106.9 107.0
December 107.6 108.9 109.3 107.8 108.8 108.0 108.1
March 107.6 109.4 13$.9 108.0 108.1 108.1 108.5
June 1073 109.3 110.1 108.9 108.2 108.7 109.3
1992.93

September 107.4 109.8 110.7 109.5 108.6 109.3 109.6
December 107.9 110.6 1116 i10.4 109.2 110.1 110.1
March 108.9 111.6 112.6 1113 108.9 110.7 110.7
June 109.3 112.% 113.4 1122 109.3 1115 111.3
1993-94—

Sepiember 109.8 1126 114.1 113.1 109.6 1122 112.0
December 110.0 113.2 114.8 1136 111.0 112.9 112.4
March 110.4 1136 1156 114.1 111.0 113.3 113.0
June 1.2 114.4 116.1 1146 111.6 113.8 113.5
1994.95—

Seplember 1119 115.1 116.7 1158 127 1144 114.2

Percentage Changes
Change from previous year
1991-92 1.9 3.0 3.6 31 19 2.7 31
1992.93 1.0 2.0 26 2.8 0.9 23 2.0
1593-94 18 23 2.3 27 1.7 24 2.1
Change from comesponding quarter of previcus year

1992-93. .

September 038 19 25 23 1.7 22 24
December 0.3 1.6 2.1 24 0.4 1.9 1.9
March 1.2 20 25 3.1 0.7 24 2.0
June 1.9 2.5 30 3.0 1.0 26 1.8
1993-94—

September 22 26 3.1 3.3 0.9 27 22
December 1.9 24 2.9 29 L6 2.5 2.1
March 14 1.8 27 25 1.9 23 2.1
June 1.7 21 2.4 2.1 21 2.1 2.0
904-95

September 19 22 23 1.7 28 2.0 2.0

Change from previous quarter

1992-93— .

September 0.1 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.4 0.6 03
December 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.5
March 0.9 0.9 0.9 08 0.3 0.5 0.5
June 0.4 04 0.7 08 0.4 o7 0.5
199394

September 0.5 05 0.6 08 03 0.6 0.6
December 0.2 0.5 0.6 04 1.3 0.6 C.4
March 04 04 0.7 0.4 0.0 04 0.5
June 0.7 o7 0.4 0.4 05 04 0.4
1994.95—

September 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.3 1.0 0.5 0.6

(a) Soc Appendixes A and B. (b} This series covers approximately 84 per cent of the toial CPI basket. (c) Compriscs the All Groups CPI excluding: Fresh fruit and vegelables,
Mongage interest charges, Autonotive fuel, and Consumer credit charges. The resulting scries covers approximaiely 85 per cent of the 101zl CPI basket. (d) Comprises the

All Groups CPI excluding: items in (c), Government-owned dwelling rents, Fuel and light, Local government rates and charges, Postal and telephone services, Motoring
charges, Urban transport fares, Health services, Pharmaceuticals, and Education and child care. The resulting series covers approximately 69 per cent of the total CPI busket.
{e) Comprises the All Groups CPI excluding: items in (c) and (d) (except Motoring charges), Meat and seafoods, Clothing, Tobacco and alcohol, and Holiday travel and
accomnmodation. The resulting series covers approximately 51 per cemt of the total CPI baskel.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Brief description of the CPI

1. The CPI measures quarterly changes in the price of a
basket of goods and services which account for a high
proportion of expenditure by the CPI population group (ie
metropolitan wage and salary eamer households). This
basket covers a wide range of goods and services,
arranged in the following eight groups: food; clothing;
housing;  housechold equipment and  opcration;
transportation; tobacco and alcohol; hcalth and personal
care; and recreation and education. Pensioners and other
social welfare recipients are not included in the CPI
population group and the index does not reflect
concessional prices paid by these people such as
subsidised government dwelling rents, public transport
fares and the like.

2. The capital city indexes measure price movements
over lime in each city individually. They do not measure
differences in retail price levels between cities.

3. Further information about the CPI is containcd in a
booklet entitled A Guide to the Consumer Price Index
(6440.0) which is available from the ABS on rcguest. A
more detailed account is containcd in The Australian
Consumer Price Index, Concepts, Sources and Methods
(6461.0).

Prices

4.  Prices of goods and services included in the CPI are
generally collected quarterly. However, some important
items are priced monthly or more frequently (e.g. bread,
fresh meat and fish, fresh fruit and vegetables, petrol,
alcohol and tobacco) and a small number annually (e.g.
seasonal clothing).

5. In order w facilitate a more even spread of field

collection workload the bulk of the items for which prices
are collected quarterly are priced in the first two months
of each quarter (ie July/August, October/November,
Janvary/February, April/May). With a few exceptions
items priced in the third month are those subject to price
changes at discrete points of time (e.g. electricity and
postal charges, milk); in these cases information about
any changes in price during the quarter is obtained so that
an average price for the whole quarter can be calculated.

Weighting pattern

6. There are 107 expenditure classes {that is, groupings
of like items) in the twelfth serics CPI and each
expenditure class has its own weight, or measure of
relative importance. In calculating the index, price
changes for the various expenditure classes are combined
using these weights,

7. Changes in the weighting pattern have been made at
approximately five-yearly intervals to take account of
changes in household spending patterns. The CPl now
comprises twelve series of price indexes which have been
linked to form a continuous series.

Analysis of CPI changes

8. Movements in indexes from one period to another
can be expressed either as changes in index points or as
percentage changes. The following example illustraies the
method of calculating index points changes and
percentage changes between any two periods:

All Groups CPI: Weighted average of eight capital cities
Index numbers:

Jun quarter 1994; 111.2 (see Table 1)
less: Mar quarter 1994: 1104 (sce Table 1)
Change in index points: 0.8

0.8
Percentage change = 1104 X 100 = 0.7%

9. In this puoblication, percentage changes are
calculated to illustrate 3 different kinds of movements in
index numbers ;

. movements between consecutive financial years

(where the index numbers for financial years are
simple averages of the quarterly index numbers),

» movements between corresponding quarters of
consecutive years, and

. movements between consecutive quarters.

10. Table 7 provides a dctailed analysis, for the
weighted average of eight capital cities, of movements in
the CPI since the previous quarter, including information
on movements for subgroups and for selected expenditure
classcs. It also shows the contribution which each group
and subgroup makes to the total CPIL. For instance, the
dairy products subgroup contributed 1.67 index points to
the total All Groups index number of 111.2 for June
quarter 1994. The final column shows contributions 1o the
change in All Groups index points by each group and
subgroup.

1i. Table 8 provides summary information about a
range of Special series in a similar format to that
provided in Table 7.
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12, Information on the impact of changes in Selected
State and local government charges on the CPI is
included in Tables 3 and 8. Table 3 shows the
contribution made by changes in these charges to the CPI
~ for each capital city, while Table 8 shows index numbers
for two special series Selected State and local government
charges and All Groups excluding selected State and
local government charges. An explanation of the
derivation and limitations of these figures was published
in the Appendix to the December quarter 1982 issue of
this publication.

International comparisons

13. In analysing price movemenis in Australia, an
important consideration is Australia’s performance
relative to other countries. However, due 1o the many
differences in the structure of the housing sector in
different countries and in the way that housing is treated
in their CPIs, a simple comparison of All groups (or
headline) CPIs is often inappropriatc. To provide a better
basis for internatiomal comparisons, the Fourteenth
International Conference of Labour Statisticians adopted
a resolution which called for countries o "provide for
dissemination at ihe international level of an index which
excludes shelter, in addition 10 the all-items index.”

14. Table 9 presents indexes for sclected countries on a
basis consistent with the above resolution and comparable
to the Australian series All groups excluding housing. To
facilitate comparisons all indexes in this table have,
where necessary, been converted to a quarterly basis and
re-referenced to a base of 1989-90 = 100.0.

15. In producing this table, the ABS is grateful for the
assistance of the relevant national statistical agencies
which have either directly supplied indexes for all items
excluding shelter or data to enable their derivation,

Related publications
16. Users may also wish to refer to the following
publications which are available on request:

The Australian Consumer Price Index: Concepts Sources
and Methods (6461.0)

A Guide to the Consumer Price Index (6440.0)

Information Paper: The Australian Consumer Price
Index: Treatment of Morigage Interest Charges (6442.0)

House Price Indexes: Eight Capital Cities (6416.0)

Average Retail Prices of Selected Items Eight Capital
Cities (6403.0)

Information Paper: The Australian Consumer Price
Index: 12th Series Review (6450.0)
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Next issue

17. The Consumer Price Index - December quarter 1994
(6401.0) is scheduled to be released on Wednesday
25 January 1995.

18. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Caralogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS aiso issnes, on Tuesdays and Fridays,
a Publications Advice (1105.0} which lists publications to
be released in the next few days. The catalogue and
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

n.a. not available
r revised
ny.a. not yet available

NOTE. Any discrepancies between totals and sums of
components in this publication are due to rounding. For
similar reasons quarterly movements shown by subgroup
or group index numbers in Table 7 do not necessarily
correspond exactly with those shown by the relevant
index points.
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APPENDIX A

ALTERNATIVE MEASURES OF CONSUMER PRICE INFLATION

1. The various uses of the CPI may be grouped into
two major categories, The first relates to uses of the CPI
to assess changes in the purchasing power of household
incomes, particularly as input to income adjustment
processes. The second relates to uses as a general measure
of inflation; the way it is reported by the media and
commented on by informed institutions and individuals
plays an important role in the formation of inflationary
expectations both within the Australian community and
abroad.

2. It is not possible to produce a single measure that is
entirely suitable for both purposes, due to certain
fundamental! differences in requircments. For more
details, see the Information Paper The Australian
Consumer Price Index, 12th Series Review (Cat. No.
6450.0). As indicated there, in the context of the next
review of the CPI, the ABS will examine the feasibility of
developing a broader system of price indexes within
which the different requirements of users can be
addressed.

3. Recognising the differences in requirements and the
resulting variations in practices which had been adopted
by member countries of the Intemational Labour
Organisation (ILO) in compiling their national CPls, the
Fourteenth  International  Conference of Labour
Statisticians (Geneva, 1987) adopted a resolution which
called for countries to "provide for dissemination at the
international level of an index which excludes shelter, in
addition to the all items index.”

4. Table 9 presents indexes for selected countries on a

basis consistent with the above resolution and comparable

to the Australian series All groups excluding housing.

5. While indexes which exclude shelter costs remove
an important source of non-comparability, and are
therefore preferable to unadjusted national CPIs for the
purposes of intemational comparisons of inflation rates,
there is a need for other measures for some purposes. In
particular, there is a requirement for measures which seck
to remove temporary influences and one-off changes in
order to focus on the "underlying" inflation rate.

6. There is no universally accepted methodology for
deriving a measure of an "underlying” inflation rate. The
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) and the Commonwealth
Department of the Treasury (Treasury} have developed
several alternative measures which, while based on the
CPl, exclude various components which have been
assessed as contributing significant temporary influences
from time to time. (For a more comprehensive discussion
of the issues see "Measuring Underlying' Inflation”,
Reserve Bank of Australia Bulletin, August 1994.)

7. In order to assist analysts in identifying underlying
price pressures at the time of the release of the CPI, the
ABS has decided to include additional analytical series in
the quarterly CPI publication. Table 11 presents the Al
groups CPl, the series recommended for intemational
comparisons (All groups excluding housing), and a
number of possible "underlying” measures including the
Treasury measure.

8. No single series can be claimed to provide the ideal
guide to "underlying” inflation in every time period due
to variations in the sources of particular "shocks".
Judgement will still be required in assessing the trend
from period to period. However, Treasury and the RBA
have agreed that the Treasury series provides the best
available guide to "underlying" inflation for macro-
economic policy purposes. (See appendix B for a
description of the Treasury measure.)



APPENDIX B

DESCRIPTION OF TREASURY'S UNDERLYING INFLATION RATE

1. The Treasury measure of the "underlying” inflation
rate is derived by excluding items from the CPI basket on
the basis that changes in their prices are: highly volatile;
exhibit marked seasonal patterns; or are largely affected
by policy decisions. By excluding from the basket those
goods and services for which prices are significantly
affected by exogenous factors, Treasury's underlying rate
secks to measure price movements which are
predominantly influenced by market forces.

2. The items excluded and the reasons for Treasury's
exclusion of them are as follows:

»  Meat and seafoods. Prices can be highly volatile
(particularly in periods of drought} and exhibit a
seasonal pattern.

¢  Fresh fruit and vegetables. Prices can be highly
volatile from quarter io quarter, often driven by
climatic conditions.

¢  Clothing. Prices exhibit a seasonal pattern with
stronger increases in June and December quarters as
a result of the methodology used to deal with
seasonal availability of clothing {summer and winter
lines).

»  Government-owned dwelling rents. Prices are
determined by government decision and are often
linked to tenant incomes rather than market
determined rentals.

e  Mortgage interest charges. These are affected by
changes in monetary policy which feed through to
mortgage interest rates,

s  Local government rates and charges. Price changes
mainly reflect revenue raising decisions of local
governments,

¢  Household fuel and light. Price changes mainly
reflect decisions made by State governments.

s  Postal and telephone services. Price changes are
subject to some degree of regulation by the
Commonwealth,

¢  Consumer credit charges. As for Mortgage interest
charges above.

s Automotive fuel. Prices are highly volatile and are
also affected by changes in Commonwealth excise
and State franchise fees.

¢  Urban transport fares. Price changes are determined
by State and Territory governments.

e  Tobacco and alcohol. Prices are affected by changes
in Commonwealth excise and State license fees.

»  Health services. Prices can be affected by changes in
Medicare arrangements.

+  Pharmaceuticals. Prices exhibit a regular seasonal
pattern due to the impact of the PBS safety net
scheme, and are also subject to a degree of
govemment regulation.

»  Holiday travel and accommodation, Price change is
highly seasonal.

*  Education and childcare. Price change is highly
seasonal.

3. The items excluded from the CPI basket in order to
construct the Treasury measure are listed in Table 1,
together with the weight of each item in the All groups
CPI basket at June quarter 1992,

4. Table 2 presents a long time series for the Treasury
"underlying” measure. :

TABLE 1, ITEMS EXCLUDED FROM THE CPI
BASKET IN CONSTRUCTING THE TREASURY
MEASURE OF UNDERLYING INFLATION.,

CPl item Weight in
{Group/Sub-group/Expenditure class) CP1I basket
Meat and seafoods 3.001
Fresh fruit and vegetables 1417
Clothing 6.264
Government-owned dwelling rents 0.382
Mortgage interest charges 6.608
Local government rates and charges 2.190
Household fuel and light 2.339
Postal and telephone services 1.715
Consumer credit charges 2.498
Automotive fuel 4.698
Urban transport fares 1,212
Tobacco and alcohol T7.475
Health services 3.961
Pharmaceuticals 0.820
Holiday travel and accommodation 2.349
Education and childcare 1.939
Total 48.868
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TABLE 2. TREASURY'S INDEX OF UNDERLYING INFLATION: LONG TERM SERIES

Percentage change from Percentage change from

Index previous previous Index previous Previous
Period rumber(a) quarter year(b) Period numberfa) quarter . year(b)
1976-71—— 1983-84—
September . . . Sepiember 63.9 1.6 7.9
December “ “ - December 64.9 16 73
March 19.7 . . March 65.9 1.5 6.3
June 20.1 2.0 “ June 66.8 1.4 62
1971.72— 1984-85—
Sepiember 204 1.5 - Septernber 67.6 12 58
December 20.7 1.5 . December 68.3 1.0 52
March 21.0 1.4 6.6 March 69.4 L& 53
June 212 1.0 55 June 70.9 22 6.1
1972.73— 1985-86—
September 21.5 14 5.4 September 726 24 7.4
December 21.7 0.9 438 Decembes 74.4 25 89
March 220 1.4 4.8 March 76.2 24 9.8
June 224 1.8 57 June 77.9 2.2 a9
197374 7986-87—
September 23.0 27 7.0 September 9.6 2.2 9.6
December 236 26 8.8 December 81.5 2.4 9.5
March 242 25 10.0 March 831 20 9.1
June 252 4.1 12.5 June 49 2.2 9.4
1974.75— 1987-88—
September 270 7.1 174 September 86.4 1.8 8.5
December 285 5.6 20.8 December 87.6 14 TS
March 295 33 219 March 89.0 1.6 71
June 30.6 17 214 June 90.7 1.9 6.8
1975-76— 1988-8%—
Sepiember 317 36 17.4 September 92.3 1.8 6.8
December 23 a5 15.1 December 939 1.7 7.2
March 337 27 142 March 95.1 1.3 6.9
June 346 2.7 13.1 June 96.2 12 6.4
1976-77- 1989096
Seprember 355 26 120 September 97.6 15 5.7
December 363 23 10.7 December 9%.2 1.6 56
March 374 30 11.0 March 100.8 1.6 6.0
June 385 29 11.3 June 102.4 1.6 6.4
1977-78— 1990-91—
September 393 2.1 107 September 103.2 0.8 57
December - 401 2.0 10.5 December 104.5 13 53
March 40.8 17 9.1 March 105.3 08 4.5
June 413 12 7.3 June 106.4 1.0 39
1978-79— ' 1991-92—
September 42.1 1.9 71 September 107.0 0.6 7
December 425 1.0 60 December 108.1 1.0 34
March 43.2 1.6 59 March 108.5 0.4 30
Tune 438 1.4 61 June 109.3 0.7 27
1979.80— 1992-93—
Seprember 447 2.1 6.2 September 109.6 03 2.4
December 456 2.0 73 December 110 0.5 19
March 46.6 2.2 19 March 1107 0.5 2.0
June 417 24 89 June 111.3 05 1.8
198081 1993-94—
September 489 2.5 9.4 September 112.0 06 2.2
December 50.0 2.2 9.6 December 1124 04 2.1
March 512 24 2.9 March 113.0 05 21
June §2.1 1.8 9.2 June 113.5 04 2.0
1981-82— Jo9%4-95
September 53.5 2.1 9.4 September 114.2 0.6 2.0
December 547 2.2 9.4
March 56.1 2.6 9.6
Jene 57.8 3.0 109
1982-83—
Sepiember 592 2.4 10.7
December 60.5 2.2 10,6
March 62.0 2.5 105
Jane 62.9 1.5 88

{a) Basc of index: Year 1989-90 = 100.0. (b} Pexcentage change from corresponding quanter of previous year.






—fin—
- Australian
Bureau of
Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
availabie at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycem PiL. pmmium sata 256:21.4 5865

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape
cantridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services. contact
any ABS Office {see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 tities of various publications available from ABS bookshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Pubiications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices Information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 615 7829
BRISBANE (07} : 222 8351 222 8350
PERTH (08} 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE  (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (602) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA (06} 207 0326 207 03286
DARWIN (089) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office ,
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFO/ABS

X.400 (C:AU A, TELMEMO,O:ABS SN:INFO,FN:STAT)

internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU
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